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OFFICE 
CLOSED 

NEW YEAR•S DAY 

2 3 4 
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OFFICE 
CLOSED 
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7 8 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



FEBRUARY 2024 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 



MARCH 2024 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 
9:30AM – ART08 (C) 
Verplank Film Series 
Are You There God? 
It’s Me, Margaret. 

2 

3 4 
9:30AM – ART06 (O) 
Basics of Growing Orchids 
 

1:00PM – HUM10 (C/V) 
Women at Hope College 

5 
9:30AM 
MONTHLY PROGRAM 

6 
9:30AM – SOC05 (C/V) 
Fall of the Berlin Wall 
 

1:00PM – ART10 (C) 
HASP’s Oscar Party 

7 
9:30AM – ART03 (C/V) 
Musical Tributes 
 

1:00PM – SMT07 (C/V) 
HAWC Gamma Ray Observatory 

8 
9:30AM – ART08 (C) 
Verplank Film Series 
The Last Bus 

9 

10 11 
9:30AM – ART06 (O) 
Basics of Growing Orchids 
 

1:00PM – HUM10 (C/V) 
Women at Hope College 

12 
9:30AM – SMT13 (C/V) 
The Healthy Brain 
 

1:00PM – ART05 (C/V) 
The Golden Age of Radio 

13 
9:30AM – SMT12 (C/V) 
Immunotherapy for Cancer 
 

1:00PM – ART10 (C) 
HASP’s Oscar Party 

14 
9:30AM – SOC15 (C) 
Lakeshore Nonprofit Alliance 
 

1:00PM – SMT07 (C/V) 
HAWC Gamma Ray Observatory 

15 
9:30AM – ART08 (C) 
Verplank Film Series 
Holes 

16 

17 18 
 
 
 

1:00PM – HUM10 (C/V) 
Women at Hope College 

19 
9:30AM – HUM01 (C) 
Non-Fiction Books 
Female Genius 
 

1:00PM – ART05 (C/V) 
The Golden Age of Radio 

20 
9:30AM – SMT12 (C/V) 
Immunotherapy for Cancer 
 

1:00PM – SOC06 (C/V) 
Learning from the Germans 

21 
9:30AM – HUM05 (C) 
Rural Life in the Roman World 
 

1:00PM – SMT14 (C) 
Mold Exposed 

22 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

23 

24 25 
9:30AM – SMT05 (C/V) 
Gender-Affirming Care 
 

1:00PM – SMT01 (C/V) 
Large Langue Models and AI 
 

26 
9:30AM – SMT16 (O) 
Tiara Yachts Tour (A) 
 

1:00PM – ART05 (C/V) 
The Golden Age of Radio 

27 
9:30AM – SOC01 (C/V) 
Closing the Education Gap 
 

1:00PM – SOC12 (C/V) 
Portrait of Grand Rapids 

28 
9:30AM – HUM05 (C) 
Rural Life in the Roman World 
 

1:00PM – SMT16 (O) 
Tiara Yachts Tour (B) 

29 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

GOOD FRIDAY 

30 

(C) CLASSROOM ONLY   (V) VIRTUAL ONLY    (C/V) CLASSROOM AND VIRTUAL   (O) OFFSITE 



APRIL 2024 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

31 1 
9:30AM – SMT11 (C/V) 
Women’s Gen/Urinary Health 
 

1:00PM – SOC03 (C/V) 
Dollar Devaluation 

2 
9:30AM 
MONTHLY PROGRAM 

3 
9:30AM – HUM03 (C) 
Mary Oliver Writing Poetry 
 

 
 

4 
9:30AM – HUM06 (C) 
George Eliot’s Adam Bede 
 

1:00PM – SOC16 (C) 
Stewards of Children 

5 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

6 

7 8 
9:30AM – ART02 (C) 
Artist Residencies 
 

1:00PM –  SOC13 (C/V) 
Herd Cats and Balance Budget 

9 
9:30AM – ART01 (O) 
African Art at the Kruizenga 
 

 
 

10 
9:30AM – HUM03 (C) 
Mary Oliver Writing Poetry 
 

 
 

11 
9:30AM – HUM06 (C) 
George Eliot’s Adam Bede 
 

1:00PM – SOC16 (C) 
Stewards of Children 

12 
9:30AM – SMT02 (C/V) 
(Dis)Information: AI Unleashed 

13 

14 15 
9:30AM – ART04 (C) 
Portrait Photography 
 

1:00PM –  SOC13 (C/V) 
Herd Cats and Balance Budget 

16 
9:30AM – ART01 (O) 
African Art at the Kruizenga 
 

9:30AM – HUM01 (C) 
Non-Fiction Books 
Through a Glass Brightly 

17 
9:30AM – HUM03 (C) 
Mary Oliver Writing Poetry 
 

 
 

18 
9:30AM – HUM06 (C) 
George Eliot’s Adam Bede 
 

1:00PM – SMT09 (C/V) 
Organic Batteries 

19 
9:30AM – SMT02 (C/V) 
(Dis)Information: AI Unleashed 

20 

21 22 
9:30AM – HUM07 (C) 
Nature Journaling 
 

1:00PM – SMT17 (C/V) 
Avoiding Aviation Accidents 

23 
9:30AM – SOC02 (C/V) 
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SPRING 2024  |  TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
FINE ARTS 
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SPRING 2024  |  TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 
SOC07 … New Netherland: American Indians and Europeans in the Northeast Woodlands   11 
SOC17 … LGBTQ+: How to Be an Ally          11 
SOC08 … Slaughterhouse Blues: The Meatpacking Industry vs. Local Communities    15 
SOC09 … Demography Is Destiny? Confronting the UP•s Changing Demographics    16 
SOC11 … Strategic Planning for Your Future         18 
SOC04 … The Policy Implications of the 2024 Elections        20 
SOC14 … Meet the Neandertals!          20 
SOC10 … Reverend George Smith and the History of the Old Wing Mission     21 
SOC05 … The Fall of the Berlin Wall: A Pivotal Event in World History      21 
SOC15 … Cultivating Connections: The Lakeshore Nonprofit Alliance      27 
SOC06 … Aftermath of World War II: Learning from the Germans      28 
SOC01 … Closing the High School-College Education Gap       31 
SOC12 … Grand Rapids: Portrait of an American City        31 
SOC03 … The Challenges and Long-Term Implication of Dollar Devaluation     32 
SOC16 … Stewards of Children: Protecting Kids from Sexual Abuse      34 
SOC13 … How to Herd Cats and •BalanceŽ the Budget: Navigating the Federal Workforce   35 
SOC02 … Bees and Our Food Supply          39 
 
 
 

2024 MONTHLY PROGRAM DATES 
 

January 9 
February 13 

March 5 
April 2 

April 30 
June 11 … Annual Business Meeting 

July 2 
August 6 

September 3 
October 1 

November 12 
December 3 



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GWV_yjVpgJ_FvXvLI_tFAk0wQZixY_xa/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true
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HUM04 – Is Alexis de Tocqueville’s America Ours? 
 
After touring the young United States in the early 1830s, the French aristocrat Alexis de Tocqueville wrote 
one of the classic accounts of American life and character, Democracy in America. In this course we will 
read excerpts from that book to understand (a) what impressed Tocqueville about America, for better or 
worse, and (b) the extent to which the country has – or has not – changed since his time. Think of this 
course as your own “tour of America, then and now.” 
 
January 22: This introductory session will cover Tocqueville’s journey and what he meant by 
“democracy.” 
 
January 29: The second session will discuss the dangers Tocqueville perceived with democracy. 
 
February 5: We will elaborate on Tocqueville’s proposed means of addressing the dangers of democracy. 
 
February 12: This final session will explore the nature and role of religion in America. 
 
Note: Course enrollees will be expected to read Democracy in America. The Library of America edition 
(translated by Arthur Goldhammer), which will be used in the course, can be ordered and purchased (at a 
20% discount) from Reader’s World. Reader’s World will also have the Penguin Classics edition of the 
book available for purchase in the store. Reading other unabridged editions/translations of the book will 
also be acceptable. 
 
James Bratt received a BA from Calvin University and a PhD from Yale University. He taught at the 
University of Pittsburgh and at Calvin, where he focused on the intellectual and religious history of early 
America. Bratt is the author of eight books and numerous articles, a Fulbright Scholar, and the recipient 
of Calvin University’s Presidential Award for Exemplary Teaching. 
 
Dates:  MONDAYS, January 22, 29, February 5, 12 
Time:  1:00pm – 2:30pm 
Mode:  CLASSROOM AND VIRTUAL (C/V) 
Cost:  $20.00 
Coordinator: Vivian Conger 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AhhrnIKFbje0iW7rLfxKdg9E_ALedGOg/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bDrPAa5IEErvFHIfoAs1NaB7tbsy6pFT/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MluX0Eek6z7VU6eTNfTv6wpy6xfFu-iu/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true
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SOC07 – New Netherland: American Indians and Europeans in the Northeast Woodlands 
 
This course explores the cross-cultural encounters that took place between American Indians and Europeans 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JSwUMUlcV2Ynk77tYjVhqQIZK0_GOm0m/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true
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ART08 – Laura Verplank Film Series 
 

In HASP’s early years, Laura Verplank pioneered this ongoing series introducing, viewing, and discussing 
films. 
 
January 26: Documented (2013, 90 minutes) 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Jose Antonio Vargas outed himself as an “undocumented American” in 
The New York Times Magazine
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SMT03 – Finding and Conserving Rare Bird Species in New Guinea 
 
In this course, Jordan Boersma will discuss his research team’s work in Papua New Guinea using the 
immense natural history knowledge of local hunters to find and record the black-naped pheasant-pigeon, a 
species thou
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SMT10 – Climate Change Tipping Points: What Are They and Why Should We Care? 
 
Professor David Karowe previously has given two HASP presentations on the science and data 
demonstrating that global warming is caused by humans. In this course, he will explore the tipping points 
that, according to the science, may be irreversible once exceeded. 
 
David Karowe is a professor of biological sciences at Western Michigan University. He received a BS from 
Harvard University and a PhD in ecology and evolutionary biology from the University of Michigan. 
Karowe’s research interests include global change ecology, and he has received numerous federal grants 
in support of climate change research and training. 
 
Date:  THURSDAY, February 8 
Time:  9:30am – 11:00am 
Mode:  VIRTUAL ONLY (V) 
Cost:  $5.00 
Coordinator: Bill Wells 
 
 
 

HUM02 – Telling Stories in the Dark: Redemption Out of Pain 
 
This course will consider Jeff Munroe’s new book, Telling Stories in the Dark, which tells the stories of 
individuals who have experienced significant trauma and have transformed their pain into something 
redemptive, what Frederick Buechner called “the stewardship of pain.” Each of the book’s chapters presents 
one such story, and an expert brings wisdom and insight to it. Note: Participants are not required to purchase 
Telling Stories in the Dark, but reading the book is recommended. 
 
February 8: The concept of “the stewardship of pain” and what it means to transform – rather than transmit 
– pain. 
 
February15: A murder mystery explores the nature and effects of trauma grief and the phenomenon of 
growth from pain. 
 
February 22: Dementia and the long goodbye: to be the guardian of another’s personhood. 
 
February 29: Kintsugi and living with lament: grief and creating beauty from brokenness. 
 
Jeff Munroe holds degrees from Michigan State University and Western Theological Seminary. He is the 
editor of The Reformed Journal and author of Reading Buechner. Munroe is an ordained minister in the 
Reformed Church in America and formerly served as executive vice president of Western Theological 
Seminary. 
 
Dates:  THURSDAYS, February 8, 15, 22, 29 
Time:  1:00pm – 2:30pm 
Mode:  CLASSROOM ONLY (C) 
Cost:  $20.00 
Coordinator: Doug Brouwer 



HASP Spring 2024 Course Catalog  |  Page 15 

ART11 – Thunder and Wind: The Powerful Pairing of Percussion and Pipe Organ 
 
The musical duo Thunder and Wind combines the sonorities of some of the loudest and most powerful 
instruments: percussion and pipe organ. Carolyn Koebel and Rhonda Edgington have been creating 
evocative performances together since 2019, with works that feature the drama of Japanese drumming and 
the many colors of the pipe organ. In 2023 Thunder and Wind commissioned Native American composer 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YLHYnkIa9wlmMTfAQNCckRlf2kGgipKc/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dc9XJmCz0l1s-Lgi4Wh2l6wl-BzKr-W-/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true


https://docs.google.com/document/d/15cy7xKmOCbUG7JZ2PuSPu6-z_e7dl7PD/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hb9KFWlracLMapA5r3avBf3TCEioWHur/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=117712631088446992899&rtpof=true&sd=true
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HUM01 – Non-Fiction Books 
 
In this series, HASP members choose current non-fiction books of interest and take turns leading lively 
monthly discussions. Participants are expected to read each month’s book before the class. 
 
Note: Books are available from Reader’s World in downtown Holland (at a 20% discount), at your local 
library, or from online booksellers. 
 
February 20: Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City, by Matthew Desmond (2016). Winner of 
the Pulitzer Prize and one of Time’s Ten Best Nonfiction Books of the Decade, Evicted tells the stories of 
eight families in Milwaukee struggling to keep a roof over their heads. This masterpiece challenges 
traditional understandings of poverty and economic exploitation and provides fresh ideas for solving one 
of America’s most devastating and intransigent problems. 
Discussion Leader: Betsy Snider 
 
March 19: Female Genius: Eliza Harriot and George Washington at the Dawn of the Constitution, by 
Mary Sarah Bilder (2022). This provocative biography looks to the 1780s to investigate the rise of a radical 
new idea: female genius, exemplified by Eliza Harriot. America’s first public female lecturer, Harriot’s 
courageous performance likely inspired the gender-neutral language of the Constitution. 
Discussion Leader: Vivian Conger 
 
April 16:  Through a Glass Brightly: Using Science to See Our Species as We Really Are, by David P. 
Barash (2018). Holding fast to the notion that science tells the truth, evolutionary biologist Barash develops 
a new paradigm of what it is to be human. 
Discussion Leader: Susan Ryan 
 
May 21: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bRfI1hNL1yXkoK1McGlYTKvN_Ab5NVQ/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=117712631088446992899&rtpof=true&sd=true


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M6VnE92QXj019RDON3228cogF-tqMwjc/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true
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ART03 – Musical Tributes Across Four Centuries 
 
Where do composers get inspiration to write great music? This spark of creativity often comes from a 
personal relationship with family, colleagues, or friends. Sometimes the result expresses joy and 
celebration, and at other times loss or sorrow. In this course, Sarah Southard will explore how musicians 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MeZBsER5oOVgSezcuzN2ywIwPRsn_DdF/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P7aNid0dLr-QNJH8P1Jy4JpeIhl7FBM6/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true
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SOC04 – The Policy Implications of the 2024 Elections 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iixkY1tbVWjY4RHrGPYcWKECRGXDC5aC/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112136536022468055793&rtpof=true&sd=true
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SOC10 – Reverend George Smith and the History of the Old Wing Mission 
 
In 1839, the Old Wing Mission was established in what is now Holland by Reverend George Smith to 
minister to the Odawa Indians. The arrival of the Dutch in 1847 disrupted the lives of the Odawa, resulting 
in their move to the Leelanau Peninsula. Rick Bosch will discuss the history of the Mission, Rev. Smith 
and  his family, and the Odawa Indians, including especially Chief Joseph Waukazoo. Original source 
documents from the Holland Museum will be highlighted during this presentation. 
 
HASP member Rick Bosch grew up in Holland, graduated from Hope College, and received a PhD in 
chemistry from Northwestern University. Following a thirty-year career in industry, he returned to Holland 
where he volunteers at the Holland Museum (among other charities) and cultivates his keen interest in the 
Holland area’s history. 
 
Date:  TUESDAY, February 27 
Time:  9:30am – 11:00am 
Mode:  CLASSROOM AND VHMC 
/PND  
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ART10 – HASP’s Oscar Party 
 
Roll out the red carpet, grab some popcorn, cast your ballots, and join the discussion of this year’s Academy 
Award nominees. Ian MacNeil will predict who will win, who should win, and who should have been 
nominated, as the newest films from Bradley Cooper (Maestro), Martin Scorsese (Killers of the Flower 
Moon), Christopher Nolan (Oppenheimer), Greta Gerwig (Barbie), Yorgos Lanthimos (Poor Things), and 
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ART06 – The Basics of Growing Orchids 
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HUM10 – The History of Women at Hope College 
 
From the 1870s on, Hope College admitted women to study equally with men, and never as a separate 
“female seminary.” This course will explore close-up portraits of a Hope education for women in three 
different eras. 
 
March 4: The First 50 Years (1880-1930) – This session includes a 
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SMT07 – The HAWC Gamma Ray Observatory 
 
Retired professor Jim Linnemann will discuss the operation of and the science behind the High-Altitude 
Water Cherenkov (HAWC) gamma-ray observatory, located at an altitude of 13,500 feet in the Pico de 
Orizaba National Park of Mexico. HAWC consists of 300 huge tanks of water – one of the oddest-looking 
telescopes in the world – and studies cosmic gamma rays with an energy of a trillion electron volts which 
are produced by exotic astrophysical sources such as neutron stars, black holes, and supernovae. 
 
March 7: We will review the derivation of the HAWC name and the formation of the collaboration at 
HAWC, as well as the site selection, construction, and operation of the facility. 
 
March 14: We will consider what has been learned from HAWC data. For example, how do we go from 
measurements to sky maps to science, including the astronomy of particular sources, searching for dark 
matter particles, and testing Einstein’s special relativity? 
 
Jim Linnemann is professor emeritus at Michigan State University, where he initiated MSU’s program in 
high-energy astrophysics following a sabbatical at Los Alamos National Laboratory. He has been an 
experimenter in high-energy physics, working at CERN (in Geneva, Switzerland) and the Fermi National 
Accelerator Laboratory (in Chicago). Linnemann received a PhD in physics from Cornell University and 
was a postdoctoral fellow at Rockefeller University. 
 
Dates:  THURSDAYS, March 7, 14 
Time:  1:00pm – 2:30pm 
Mode:  CLASSROOM AND VIRTUAL (C/V) 
Cost:  $10.00 
Coordinator: Gordon Stegink 
 
 
 

SMT13 – The Healthy Brain: Diet, Nutrition, and the Emerging Evidence 
 
In this course, faculty member and dietitian nutritionist Jennifer Ford will discuss neurodegenerative 
diseases and how specific foods and dietary patterns may be neuroprotective. She will also review various 
nutrition strategies for improving brain health. 
 
Jennifer Ford is an assistant professor and program director of the Clinical Dietetics Coordinated 
Graduate Program in the School of Interdisciplinary Health at Grand Valley State University. She has over 
20 years of experience as a registered dietitian nutritionist. Ford received 
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ART05 – The Golden Age of Radio 
 
From 1935 to 1950, the family radio occupied a central place in the homes and in the daily lives of tens of 
millions of Americans. It was there that families gathered each evening to listen to concerts, plays, 
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SMT12 – Immunotherapy as Cancer Treatment 
 
Immunotherapy is a relatively recent type of cancer treatment that uses substances made by the body or in 
a laboratory to boost the immune system and help the body find and destroy cancer cells. In this course, 
McLane (Mac) Watson will discuss the science of immunotherapy and the latest research developments in 
this rapidly advancing field. 
 
March 13: Watson will review the basic “players” of the immune system, how they work, and how through 
immunotherapy they can be harnessed to treat cancer. 
 
March 20: Various types of immunotherapies used to treat cancers, their mechanisms of action, their 
successes, and their pitfalls, will be discussed. 
 
McLane Watson received a BS in biology from Hope College and earned a PhD in immunology from the 
University of Pittsburgh. He joined the Russell Jones Lab at the Van Andel Institute as a postdoctoral fellow 
in 2022. 
 
Dates:  WEDNESDAYS, March 13, 20 
Time:  9:30am – 11:00am 
Mode:  
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SOC06 – Aftermath of World War II: Learning from the Germans 
 
Vergangenheitsbewältigung is a uniquely German concept which translates to “coping with the past.” Can 
a society collectively atone for past crimes and improve even though doing so is a difficult process? 
According to author Susan Neiman, yes. In her book Learning from the Germans: Race and the Memory 
of Evil, she contends that Germany may provide a framework for this self-reflection – a reckoning which 
the United States has yet to face. This course will explore Neiman's thesis and consider how Germans have 
embraced – rather than avoided – their history to emerge healthier and stronger following World War II. 
 
Janis Gibbs is an associate professor of history at Hope College, a co-advisor of the Hope College 
Fulbright Program, a pre-law advisor, and a regular faculty member in the Hope College Vienna Summer 
School. Her research concentrates on sixteenth-
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SMT01 – Large Language Models: How Artificial Intelligence Speaks to and for Us 
 
Artificial intelligence (AI) has drawn a lot of attention recently. AI implementations such as ChatGPT and 
Microsoft Bing AI are based on speech models called large language models (LLMs). LLMs can be adapted 
to be classifiers, summarizers, coders, writers, and conversational assistants, with little to no supervision. 
In this course, we will discuss the basics of neural networks, the large text samples needed, and the training 
pipeline that enables LLMs to behave as these general-purpose AI agents. We will also consider how LLM 
modeling introduces fundamental limitations in this technology, thus making software vulnerable to errors 
and misunderstanding. 
 
Mike Jipping is a professor and department chair of computer science at Hope College, where he has 
taught since 1987. Having experienced many and vast changes in computer science during his time at Hope, 
his current research interests are in network protocols and programming languages. Jipping has a BS from 
Calvin University and MS and PhD degrees from the University of Iowa. 
 
Date:  MONDAY, March 25 
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SOC01 – Closing the High School-College Education Gap 
 
Many high school students face significant barriers in their quest to obtain a college education. Learn what 
the Community Foundation of the Holland/Zeeland Area (CFHZ) is doing to help local students and their 
families overcome these barriers through its innovative Promise Scholarship and Proactive Grant programs. 
 
Stacy Timmerman has served as director of scholarships at CFHZ since 2012. She is a Hope College 
alumna with a degree in business administration. 
 
Elizabeth Kidd has been with CFHZ since 2008 and currently serves as vice president of community 
impact/people and culture. She received a BA from Michigan State University and an MPA with 
concentrations in both nonprofit and public management from Indiana University. 
 
Date:  WEDNESDAY, March 27 
Time:  9:30am – 11:00am 
Mode:  CLASSROOM AND VIRTUAL (C/V) 
Cost:  $5.00 
Coordinator: Steve Norden 
 
 
 

SOC12 – 



HASP Spring 2024 Course Catalog  |  Page 32 

SMT11 – What Women Should Know About the Down Below 
 
In this course, experienced nurse and faculty member Anne McKay will provide an overview of common 
age-related changes in, and symptoms and problems associated with, the female genital/urinary system, 
including urinary tract infections. She will also discuss strategies for improving genital/urinary health. 
 
Anne McKay is an assistant professor in the Kirkof College of Nursing at Grand Valley State University, 
where she teaches courses in geriatrics and women’s health. She has actively practiced nursing, including 
in women’s health, since 1981. McKay has a BS from Delaware State University, an MS from the University 
of Virginia, and a DNP from the University of Michigan-Flint. 
 
Date:  MONDAY, April 1 
Time:  9:30am – 11:00am 
Mode:  
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HUM03 – Mary Oliver and the Practice of Writing Poetry 
 
In A Poetry Handbook, Mary Oliver explains that although poets may be born, their skills, sensitivity, and 
scope can be expanded through learning. Working through this stunning little handbook, course participants 
will study and practice the “things that can be learned” about writing poetry. Each of the four sessions will 
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HUM06 – George Eliot’s Adam Bede: A New Kind of Hero? 
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ART02 – Exploring New Vistas: Artist Residencies 
 
Artist-in-residence programs give artists the opportunity to live and work outside of their usual 
environments. Residencies provide artists time to reflect, perform research, and produce new work; they 
also enable artists to explore different cultures and experiment with diverse materials. These opportunities 
spark new inspiration. Drawing on her own experiences in locations around the world, Sandra Hansen will 
discuss how residencies can have a profound impact on an artist’s life and work. 
 
Sandra Hansen, a self-described “art nomad,” became an environmental (or “Eco”) artist in 2014 when 
she began painting about environmental issues. A graduate of Hope College, she also has a BFA and an 
MFA in painting from Kendall College of Art and Design. Hansen has participated in artist residencies in 
Italy, India, Beijing and Shanghai, China, and Australia. She has also hosted residencies in Southwest 
Michigan for artists from Michigan and China. 
 
Date:  MONDAY, April 8 
Time:  9:30am – 11:00am 
Mode:  CLASSROOM ONLY (C) 
Cost:  $5.00 
Coordinator: Debra Williamson 
 
 
 

SOC13 – How to Herd Cats and “Balance” the Budget: Navigating the Federal Workforce 
 
As citizens, taxpayers, and voters, what should we know about the federal budget and government 
shutdowns? In this course, we will consider certain aspects of the federal government – its agencies and 
workforce – as well as how the budget is created. 
 
April 8 : We will learn about the departments and agencies that comprise the federal government and the 
history of their staffing. 
 
April 15 : Our discussion will focus on the basics of how the Fiscal Year 2023 budget of $5.8 trillion has 
been determined, managed, and disbursed. 
 
HASP office and project manager Amy Webber worked for nineteen years as both a federal government 
contractor and an employee. The latter positions included terms at the Departments of Defense, Housing 
and Urban Development, State, Justice, and Commerce. Webber holds an MA in criminology and criminal 
justice from the University of Memphis. 
 
Dates:  MONDAYS, April 8, 15 
Time:  1:00pm – 2:30pm 
Mode:  CLASSROOM AND VIRTUAL (C/V) 
Cost:  $10.00 
Coordinator: Kit Leggett 
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ART01 – “Deep Roots, New Shoots”: African Art at the Kruizenga Art Museum 
 
Over the past eight years, the Kruizenga Art Museum (KAM) has assembled a significant collection of both 
traditional and modern African art. A selection of the museum’s modern African artworks will be featured 
in KAM’s spring 2024 exhibition entitled “Deep Roots, New Shoots.” This exhibition explores how 
twentieth- and twenty-first-century artists from countries across the continent have sought to create works 
that are distinctly modern while also remaining firmly rooted in African aesthetics and cultures. 
 
April 9 : KAM curator Charles Mason will give a gallery talk about the “Deep Roots, New Shoots” 
exhibition, providing information about the artists and the historical contexts in which they worked. 
 
April 16 : Learn more about KAM’s traditional African art collection as Mason discusses works pulled 
from the museum’s storerooms as well as the ethical issues involved in collecting and displaying traditional 
African art. 
 
Note: These sessions may require considerable standing. The Kruizenga Art Museum is located at 271 
Columbia Ave., on the Hope College campus. 
 
Charles Mason is the director and Margaret Feldmann Kruizenga Curator at Hope College’s Kruizenga 
Art Museum. Before coming to Hope, he served variously as director and curator at museums in California, 
Ontario (Canada), Florida, and Ohio. Mason has a BA and an MA from Cambridge University in England 
and an MA from the University of California. 
 
Dates:  TUESDAYS, April 9, 16      LIMIT: 20  
Time:  9:30am – 11:00am 
Mode:  OFFSITE (Kruizenga Art Museum) 
Cost:  $10.00 
Coordinator: Debra Williamson 
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SMT02 – (Dis)Information: Artificial Intelligence Unleashed 
 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is having a mind-boggling effect upon how content is created and spread. In this 
course we will dive into the world of AI and explore how it is shaping the information people consume, the 
news they trust (or not), and the way they learn. 
 
April 12 : Zachary Adams will demystify AI’s role in media, discuss its influence on news credibility, and 
unveil how AI is redefining education. This session will help participants understand AI’s impact, evaluate 
AI in daily life, and apply AI insights through real-world examples and hands-on experience with AI tools. 
 
April 19 : This “open forum” is designed to take course participants’ understanding of AI to the next level 
through asking questions, sharing experiences and insights, and delving deeper into AI’s impact on daily 
life. We will consider the latest AI developments, discuss complex ethical considerations, and explore the 
seemingly endless possibilities for AI that lie ahead. 
 
Zachary Adams is an educator with a lifelong passion for technology. He received a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education from Hope College and spent eight years teaching at the Zeeland Quest School. 
Eager to integrate technology into education, Adams earned a master’s degree in educational technology 
from Michigan State University. He currently serves as a digital instruction specialist at Hope College. 
 
Dates:  FRIDAYS, April 12, 19 
Time:  9:30am – 11:00am 
Mode:  CLASSROOM AND VIRTUAL (C/V) 
Cost:  $10.00 
Coordinator: Gordon Stegink 
 
 
 

ART04 – Portrait Photography: Creating Images That Stand the Test of Time 
 
Portrait photographer Carl Caylor will explore the artistic aspects of portraiture, encompassing both its 
physical and conceptual dimensions, and discuss the interplay of mathematics and artistic expression 
inherent in portraiture. He will delve into his unique thought process, shedding light on the methodology 
behind crafting thought-provoking images that captivate viewers. This course promises to unveil the 
creative odyssey undertaken by professional photographers and other artists in realizing their visions. 
 
Carl Caylor is a portrait photographer and a photographic instructor who has been involved with 
professional photography for over 30 years. Certified by the Professional Photographers of America and 
a fellow of the American Society of Photographers, he has served as a juror for international photographic 
competitions. Caylor is the author of the book Portraiture Unplugged, a guide to natural light portraits. 
 
Date:  MONDAY, April 15 
Time:  9:30am – 11:00am 
Mode:  CLASSROOM ONLY (C) 
Cost:  $5.00 
Coordinator: Linda Burn 
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SMT09 – The Cutting Edge: Organic Batteries for Long-Duration Energy Storage 
 
Carbon emissions have increased dramatically since the 1950s and are strongly correlated with the use of 
fossil fuels. The increasing adoption of alternative energy sources can help remediate this situation; 
however, renewable sources such as wind and solar are generally intermittent. In this course, Tom Guarr 
will discuss how the development of novel “redox flow” batteries – a form of reliable, inexpensive, and 
sustainable energy storage – is the key to capturing the full potential of these energy sources. 
 
Tom Guarr is director of research and development in the Organic Energy Storage Laboratory at the 
Michigan State University Bioeconomy Institute. His current research is focused on using organic materials 
for various types of electrical energy storage. Guarr is a co-founder of Jolt Energy Storage Technologies, 
where he serves as chief technology officer. He received a PhD from the University of Rochester. 
 
Date:  THURSDAY, April 18 
Time:  1:00pm – 2:30pm 
Mode:  CLASSROOM AND VIRTUAL (C/V) 
Cost:  $5.00 
Coordinator: Louis Morel 
 
 
 



HASP Spring 2024 Course Catalog  |  Page 39 

SMT17 – Avoiding Aviation Accidents: A Pilot’s Perspective 
 
Retired pilot Billy Bellinger will share his vast experience with and perspectives on air travel safety. He 
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ART12 – Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search for Serenity 
 
Although perhaps best known for the original World Trade Center in New York City, Japanese-American 
architect Minoru Yamasaki designed many distinctive buildings in the Greater Detroit Area and around the 
world. His projects reflect serenity, and viewers delight in their appeal to the senses. John Gallagher will 
discuss the life and work of this mid-century modernist architect, his rise to worldwide fame, and his legacy 
following his death in 1986. Gallagher will also explore Yamasaki’s working practices and his search for a 
style that would express his artistic vision. Several of Yamasaki’s design projects and their impact on 






